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Unit ?d States District Court 

i UNITED STATES OF An IERICA 

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 

I. the undersigned complainant, bein] duly sworn, s tak  the following is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. From on or al-out April 24, 2006 to on or about June 24. 2006. in Miami-Dade and 
Browsrd Counties; in the Southern Disi :ict of Florida. the defendant did knowingly and willfully forge, ~ounterfeit,  
falsely make and possess doouments prescribed by statute and reguletion for entry into and as evidenoe of 
authorized stay and employment in the Jnited States, know\ng them to be forged. counterfeited and falsely made; 
and, did knowingly and without law ul authority produce an identification document or false identification 
document, appearing to be issued by t r under the a u t h o r i ~  of the United States: in violation of Title 18, United 
States Code, Sections 1028 and 154€ (a). 

I fuRher state that I am a Spec581 Age1 t and that rhls complaint is based on the foliowing facts: 

SEE ATTACHED AFFIDAVIT T-'. 

AGENT 

Sworn t o  before me, and subscribed In n y presence, 

JULY 14,2005 - at U o r i d a  
Date City 04d $rate 

CHRIS M. MeALILEY 
mVW+ UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE .JUDGE 

Name and Title of Judicial Offker Glgnmre of Judlcial Ofker  o 
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AF- T ;IN SUPPORT OF C R W A L  C O M P L W  

I, Matthew J. Leary, Department of Homeland Security, Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement, being duly swol I depose and say; 

I. - I am a Special Agent with the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and 

have been so employed for ap ~mximately three and half yens. Prior to that, I was employed as 

a Special Agmt for the United States Customs Service for approximately 17 years, 

2. The statwents contained in his 'affidavit are based upon my own pmonal 

knowledge, as well as infan ~atidn provided to me by other law enforcement oEcials and 

witnesses, I have not includec in this Affidavit each and every fact and circumstance known to 

me, but only the facts and circrl rnstanees that I believe ate sufficient to establish probable cause. 

3, h April of ZOO( , inf'mation was received fhm a eonfidexltial source indicating 

that a subject identified as Luis Mejia, who possessed a Port Everglades identification badge and 

operated a s c r v  metal compaq - operating out of Porf Everglades, was aalBng and hcilitating the 

sale of fraudulent Resident Alie I and Social S'em-ty cards. 

4. Thereaftm, the s r w e  was provided a contact cellular tdephone number for Luis 

Mcjia, and on April 24, 2006, the confidential Source (CS) called Luis Mejia on bis cellular 

telephone. During this convcrs don, which was eleebanically recorded, Mejia told the CS that 

the cost of obtaining the Raudal mt documents was $225.00. Mejia furfber stated that his cousin, 

"Bemardo," actually produced tl e fi'audulent dotuments. 

5. On April. 25, 2( 36 the CS caIIed Luis Mejia for the purpose of purchasing 

hudulent Resident Alien and ? ocial Security cards. They made arrangemats to meet at the 

National Recycling Company lor ated at 9599 NW 87'" Avenue, in Miami, Florida, 
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6. Later that day the CS a c t  with Mejia, who introduced his musin, Bemardo 

Alvamdo, to the CS. Theresf er, tho CS gave a passport photograph of ICE Special Agent Jorge 

Gvmez, and the fictitious pel soaal identifiers of Alex Rodriguez, date of birth ------ 1970, to 

Bernardo Alvarado. This met ling was dectronically recorded. AAm the meeting, the CS made 

a recorded telephone -calI to 1 L1vara.do, wherein Alvarado stated that the cost of the fkaudulmt 

documents would be $225.00 i >r both a resident alien card and a social security card. 

7. On May 15, 20r 16, the CS met with Luis Mejia in the parking lot of the Se@o's 

Supermarket located at Northc ast 183" St. and 67& Avenue in. Mimi, Florida There, the CS 

paid Luis Mejia $225.90 forth ! fraudulent card). Iking thir meeting, Mejia told the CS not b 

talk about the cards or money on the telephone because he was committing a federal offense. 

Mejia also stated that '7hc g uy" had to go b Homestead tomorrow. This meeting was 

electronically recorded. 

8. On May 17, 2 106, the CS again met with h i s  Mejia at th.e Sedano's 

Supmarkct, located at Narthr ast 183d St, and 67" Avenue in Miami, Florida. Dming this 

meeting, Mejia gave the CS . fiaudulmt Resident Alien Card bearing the name of Alex 

Rodriguez, date of birth ---- -- 15 70, with the passport photograph of Special Agent Iorge Gorncz 

affixed, and a Social Secw'ty ca d in the name of Alex Rodriguez, b d n g  number --------- -8321. 

This meeting was electronically ecorded. 

9. On June 10,2006 the CS again met with Luis Mejia at the Sedano's Supermarket 

at Northwest 1 83rd Street and PJ1 J 671h Avenue in Miami, Florida, At this meeting, thc CS gave 

Mejia a passport photograph of ICE Special Agent Ed& Hmandez as well as the personal 

identifiers of a fictitious person named Juan Martinez, with a date of birth of------ 1980 and 
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$225.00 for the fnvdulmt dc cments (Rcsiden't Alim and a a ~ i s l  Security card). This meeting 

was also elcchnically recard d. 

1.0. Immediately a lar the meeting betvaen the CS and Mejia, detectives observed 

Mejia give a white envelope to e subject later identified as Suarli. Salazar. Skr~rtly after this 

meeting, the CS had a convel sation with Mejia wherein Mejia told the CS that he handed the 

package to another subject. 

11. During.the sub: quent smeil2mce of Salazar, Mejia d e d  the CS and told him 

that the documents were be ng produced in H~rnesbad, Florida and that the fraudulent 

docurncnk would be ready ab~ lut 6;Wpm to 6:30pm on ~une  10,2006. Agents and det-ves 

then followed Salazar to 1554: SW 302"' Terrace Homestead, FJorik Later, S~lazat departed 

I $is residence and subsequm$ met with Mejia in Hialeah, Florida Salazar was then observed 

. giving Mejia'm mvdope, white in color. 

12 . After this meeth g, Mejia called the CS and told him he had the documents and to 

mcet him again at the Sdano e Supennarkel. The CS thul met Mejia in the parking lot area 

where Mejia gave the CS a fkau iulent residmt alien card in. the name af Juan Martinez bearing a 

dale of birtb of ------ 1980 and he photograph of Special Agent Ericlc Hernandez, as well as a 

social security card in the namr of Juan Martinez bearing' number ---------- 3428. This meeting 

was electronically recorded. 

13. On June 24, 20C 5, the CS met with Luis Mg'ia at the McDonald's Restaurant, 

located at 16701 NW 67th Aven le in Miami, Florida. This time, the CS gava Mejia a Polaroid 

p h o t o m h  of Detective Omar vlendez using the name Ca~los Mmdes and a date of birth of 

------ 1965, as well, as $375,00, T )is meeting also was eIectronicallyremrded. 
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14. Mdia then d q  artcd this rnecting and subsequenly met with Suarli Salaat. The 

CS called Mojia. Mejia told h c  CS that the "the guy" is go& to Homestcad, Florida, for thc 

purpose of having the fiaudu: mt documents made. Agants then observed Salazar entering the 

residence ar 15545 SW 302nd ' 'errace, Homestead, Florida. Aficr Salazar departed the residence, 

he again mat with Mejia M e  this meeting, Mejia met with the CS, wherein Mejia gave the CS 

a mident alim card id tllc na~l e o f  Carlos Mendcs, bearing a date of birth of -------- 1965, as well 

as a social security card in tl e name of Carlos M d e s  bearlag number ---------- 9671. This 

meeting was electronically rea r d d  . 
25. Based on the a love information, on July 13, 2006, agents sccumd a Federal 

Search Wanant kt the residen :e located at 15545 SW 302" Tmce,  Homestead, Flotjda On 

July 24,2006, agmts executed he search warrant and discovered inside &e residence equipment 

for producing fraudulent reside l t  alien ,cards and soci.al sccun'ty cards, to include blank social 

security and resident alien cuds a l h n a t h g  machine, a typhter ,  a scamcrfcopying machine, 

and a polaroid camera. 

16. Present and livin 3 at the residence was SANTOS RAMOS. A g e d  interviewed 

N O S .  Mcr waiving his 1 firanda rfghQ, RAMOS admitted to producing approximateIy 

thirty counterfeit retident alien and social security cards. RAMOS stated that he received 

approximately $60 or $70 per s :t of cards. RAMOS fiuther stated that S w l i  Salazar was the 

individual who would pick up th ! counterfeit cards at his house for delivery to t he  recipients. 

15. VVHEREFORE, y )W afi.ant submits that them is probable cause for the arrest o f  

the defadant SANTOS RAMC 3, who did ktrawingly and willfully fmge, counterfeit, fdsely 

make and possess documents prr s ~ r i b d  by statute and mgulation for entry into and as evidence 
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of authorized stay and ern ~loyrnent in the United States, .knowing than to be forged, 

counterfeited and falsely madl :, in violation of Title 18, United Stat= Code, Section 1546(a), and 

did knowingly and without lawful authqity pduce  an identification document or false 

identification document, apper ring to be hued by or under the authodty of the United Statcg, in 

violation ofTitle 18, United Si xtes Code, Section 1028(a)(l). 

Sworn to before me this 
1 Vfi day of July, 2606. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement *K--. 

UNITED STATES MAGISTRI .TE JUDGE . 


